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LIGHT OF THE VALLEY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 1074 N Fairfield Rd, Layton, UT 84041    www.lotvlayton.org 

 www.facebook.com/lotvlayton    www.youtube.com/lotvlayton 

 Worship: Sundays at 10:30 am     Bible Study for All: Sundays at 9:15 am 

    Church Office: 801-444-1591     Pastor’s Mobile: 385-319-1026 

 Office Assistant’s E-mail:       Pastor’s E-mail:  

 secretary@lotvlayton.org      pastorklein@lotvlayton.org 

Welcome 

“I AM the Vine” is the seventh and final of Jesus’ “I AM” statements in the Gospel of John.  

These proclamations point to his unique, divine identity and purpose. Today’s statement 

focuses especially on our relationship with the Great “I AM” and what that means for our 

daily living.  

Guests & Visitors 

We are so thankful that you joined us for worship! If you would like to learn more about 

what we preach, teach, and believe, please contact Pastor Klein. His contact information 

is listed at the top of the page. If there is any way that we can serve you, please let us 

know. God bless your worship! 

Information 

Worship is hosted at youtube.com/lotvlayton and facebook.com/lotvlayton. 

Worship Folders & Children’s Bulletins are available to you by download on our 

website under the “Worship” tab. 

Offerings can be given electronically using GivePlus from Vanco on our church website 

under the “Worship” tab or you can download it from your app store. Contact our 

Financial Secretary, Ben Heidfeld (finsec@lotvlayton.org; 435-740-0643), if you need help 

setting this up or need alternative giving options.  

Prayer Requests can be made by contacting the pastor or Luther Kromschroeder at 

luthaprez@gmail.com.  

Serving in Worship 

Music: Wendy Klein 

Acolyte: William Klein 

Worship Leader: Pastor Jon Klein  

Light of the Valley is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
(WELS). 

http://www.youtube.com/lotvlayton
http://www.facebook.com/lotvlayton
mailto:finsec@lotvlayton.org
mailto:luthaprez@gmail.com
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Order of Worship 
In our worship, God comes to us in his Word and his Sacraments, and we respond with our praise and 

thanksgiving to him. All are welcome to participate as indicated. The parts marked M are spoken or sung 

by the minister, and the parts marked C are spoken or sung by everyone in the congregation.  
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Entrance Psalm   
The entire congregation is invited to sing both the refrain and all the verses. 
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Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray: Almighty God, your Son our Savior was taken up in glory and 

intercedes for us at your right hand. Through your living and abiding Word, 

give us hearts to know him and faith to follow where he has gone; who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  

The Word of God 
This section is the heart and high point of our service. What follows is not the uncertain word of human 

beings, but the very Word of God that calls us to faith in Jesus as our Savior from sin, death, and the devil. 

First Bible Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7 

1 I will sing for the one I love a song about his vineyard: My loved one had a 

vineyard on a fertile hillside. 2 He dug it up and cleared it of stones and planted 

it with the choicest vines. He built a watchtower in it and cut out a winepress as 

well. Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, but it yielded only bad fruit.  

3 “Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and 

my vineyard. 4 What more could have been done for my vineyard than I have 

done for it? When I looked for good grapes, why did it yield only bad? 5 Now I 
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will tell you what I am going to do to my vineyard: I will take away its hedge, and 

it will be destroyed; I will break down its wall, and it will be trampled. 6 I will make 

it a wasteland, neither pruned nor cultivated, and briers and thorns will grow 

there. I will command the clouds not to rain on it.”  

7 The vineyard of the LORD Almighty is the nation of Israel, and the people of 

Judah are the vines he delighted in. And he looked for justice, but saw 

bloodshed; for righteousness, but heard cries of distress.  

Psalm 63 
The congregation is invited to sing the refrain while the pastor sings the verses. 

Refrain 

 

 
 

 

 

 

M: O God, you are my God; for you I long; for you my soul is thirsting. My body 

pines for you like a dry, weary land without water. So I gaze on you in the 

sanctuary to see your strength and your glory. 

C: Refrain 

M: For your love is better than life, my lips will speak your praise. So I will bless 

you all my life, in your name I will lift up my hands. My soul shall be filled as 

with a banquet, my mouth shall praise you with joy. 
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C: Refrain 

M: On my bed I remember you. On you I muse through the night for you have 

been my help; in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. My soul clings to you; 

your right hand holds me fast. 

C: Refrain 

Second Bible Reading: 1 Peter 4:12-17; 5:6-11 

12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to 

test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice 

inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be 

overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted because of the name 

of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 15 If you 

suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or 

even as a meddler. 16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, 

but praise God that you bear that name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin 

with God’s household; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those 

who do not obey the gospel of God?  

6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you 

up in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.  

8 Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 

lion looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, 

because you know that the family of believers throughout the world is 

undergoing the same kind of sufferings.  

10 And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you 

have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm 

and steadfast. 11 To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.  
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The Gospel Reading: John 15:1-17 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me 

that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will 

be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to 

you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must 

remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.  

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear 

much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are 

like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown 

into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask 

whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you 

bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.  

9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you 

keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in 

you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as 

I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s 

friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you 

servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have 

called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known 

to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you 

might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my 

name the Father will give you. 17 This is my command: Love each other.  

M: Christ is risen!  

C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

M: Death has been swallowed up in victory!  

C: Alleluia! 
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Hymn of the Day:  CW 145   Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won 
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Sermon 
The sermon, for the most part, is a one-sided conversation from the pastor meant to apply God’s Word 

to your life. In order to help with this application, consider these questions during or after the sermon.  

1) What does it mean that I am a branch connected to the Vine, Jesus? 

2) What does my fruit look like? 

3) What needs to be pruned from my branch, my life?  

4) How will I remain in the Vine, Jesus?  

Confession & Absolution 
In the confession of sins, we acknowledge our sins and ask God to forgive them. The absolution gives and 

assures us that we are forgiven by the substitutionary life and death of Jesus Christ.  

M: Build yourselves up in your most holy faith; 

C: pray in the Holy Spirit.                                                                         

M: Keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait 

C: for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you eternal life. 

M: God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be 

reconciled to God and to one another.   

C: Gracious God, have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive our sins, 

known and unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your 

Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor 

and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

M: The almighty and merciful Lord grants you pardon, forgiveness and 

remission of all your sins.    

C: Because Christ lived perfectly for me, died on the cross for me, and rose 

from the dead for me, my sins are forgiven. Thank you, Lord Jesus. Help 

me now to live for you. Amen.  
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You Are God; We Praise You 
We sing a song of praise (traditionally called the “Te Deum”) of God’s great acts which change our lives 

completely since he has uniquely and totally saved us. The worship leader sings the plain type sections 

while the congregation sings the bolded sections.  

Refrain 
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Thank Offering to God 
The offering is an opportunity for us to return thanks to God. Prompted by the forgiveness of sins given 

to us through our crucified and risen Savior, Jesus Christ, we give of our time, talents, and treasures, 

which also support the Gospel ministry done at Light of the Valley. One way you can do so is to set up 

electronic giving with GivePlus from Vanco, which you can find on our website (www.lotvlayton.org) 

under the “Worship” tab or download it from any app store and start using it today. Another way is to 

“Give By Text” by texting to 833-946-1361 the amount you wish to donate, using the $ before the amount; 

then follow the instructions in the reply text. If you encounter any problems, contact our Financial 

Secretary, Ben Heidfeld (435-740-0643; finsec@lotvlayton.org). 

http://www.lotvlayton.org/
mailto:finsec@lotvlayton.org
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Prayer of the Church 
The Lord invites our prayers and asks that Christians pray for many people and circumstances. He 

promises to listen to them and respond according to his will in a way that is best for us. With that in mind, 

we approach our God with confidence and faith in him and his promises.   

 

 

 

 

M: O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your 

promises by the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead.  

C: Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

M: In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down his 

life to rescue the lost. 

C: Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious 

triumph. 

M: Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the 

saints, and grant us confidence in the greatness of his power. Keep before us 

the vision of your redeemed people standing before your throne and singing 

the song of victory: 
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C: Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and 

honor and glory and praise. 

M: Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and 

new life to those around us. Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted 

to us: our time, our talents, and our treasures. 

C: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you. 

M: Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the 

suffering and the dying. Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort 

them with the hope of eternal life. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

 Silent prayer. 

M: Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation. With happy 

hearts, we come before you and say: 

C: Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
The following prayer is what Jesus himself taught his disciples. (Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4)  

M:  And we pray the prayer that our Lord has taught us… 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 
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Blessing 
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Closing Hymn:  CWS 722   Scatter the Darkness, Break the Gloom 
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Take a moment to reflect on today’s message or on a hymn from the service. Following the service, Pastor 

Klein will be on Facebook.com/lotvlayton to greet & chat with you. Have a blessed week because Christ 

has risen indeed!   

Copyright © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-720723. Scripture 

quotations from the Holy Bible, New International Version, copyright 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 International Bible Society. All rights reserved. Refrain Tune: 

Jack Noble White. © 1976 Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp. (admin. Alfred Publishing Co.). All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

Announcements 

Return to Worship in Person Survey 
As of May 7, 2020, both our state and county health departments have stated that 

churches may begin worshiping in person again while taking extreme social distancing 

precautions during the COVID-19 pandemic. Our hope is to resume worship in person 

on Sunday, May 31 to give us time to plan, organize, and implement appropriate safety 

measures. Please fill out this survey (https://forms.gle/oqfUk5pVHsfn12m58) to help us 

do so. The answers will be kept confidential to the Light of the Valley Board of Elders.  

“Fireside Chats” with Pastor Klein 
Immediately after worship on Sunday morning, Pastor Klein will go live on our Facebook 

page (facebook.com/lotvlayton) to chat with you. This Sunday is the last one. 

Daniel Bible Study  
We are studying the book of Daniel on Sunday mornings at 9:15 am via Google Meet. 

These study sessions are uploaded on our Youtube channel and Facebook page 

afterwards. You can come next Sunday, May 31, in person or join in live by cutting and 

pasting this link (meet.google.com/pqv-rkqb-zjo) into a Chrome web browser. If you 

wish to be seen and heard by the other participants, make sure to allow Google Meet to 

access your camera and microphone. If you do not or do not wish to be recorded, then 

just keep your microphone muted. For technical help, contact Adam Horne (801-698-

1599) or Chuck Kidd (801-671-3602). 

Kids’ & Teen Bible Study 
Wendy Klein has continued to email homeschool lessons to all the families with grade 

school age children on Thursdays. Kari Jarvis has physically mailed Bible studies to the 

teen group. Contact Wendy (wnk1029@gmail.com) or Kari (801-725-3394; 

jarviskk@msn.com) if you have any questions.  

 

https://forms.gle/oqfUk5pVHsfn12m58
https://www.facebook.com/LOTVLayton/
file:///C:/Users/PK/Documents/Preaching/035%20Easter%202/Year%20A/2020/meet.google.com/pqv-rkqb-zjo
mailto:wnk1029@gmail.com
mailto:jarviskk@msn.com
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Offerings  
In the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, we continue to need your support by means of 

your time, talents, and treasures. The preferred method of giving would be to use 

GivePlus from Vanco, which is on our church website under “Electronic Giving” in the 

“Worship” tab. You can also download GivePlus from any app store and begin using it 

today. If that method does not work for you, please contact our Financial Secretary, Ben 

Heidfeld (finsec@lotvlayton.org; 435-740-0643), for alternative means of giving.  

Lutheran Recovery Group 
There are many things in life that can threaten our relationship with Jesus such as 

substance abuse, gambling, overeating, loss of job, unresolved anger, anxiety, 

depression, loneliness, codependency, and many other addictions. So, on Tuesday nights 

at 7:00 pm at church, we have a recovery support group to strengthen each other 

through God’s Word and to encourage one another. Contact Faith York (920-691-2332; 

gizmo619@sbcglobal.net) to join these meetings in person or online. 

Arts & Crafts 
You are invited to join in for an afternoon of art and craft projects and fellowship  in 

person at church or online on Tuesday, June 2 starting at 1:00 pm. Contact Brenda Kidd 

(sahrow@yahoo.com; 801-663-0015) to RSVP and find out about upcoming projects.  

Book Club 
Wendy Klein started a book club via Google Meet talking about what books everyone is 

currently reading. These book club meetings will be held every second and fourth 

Thursdays at 6:00 pm. The next one will be May 28. Contact Wendy 

(wnk1029@gmail.com) for details and to get an official invite.   

Church Projects 
There are many ongoing projects and maintenance needed to be done at both the 

church building as well as at the parsonage. Contact our Head Trustee, Jacob Gomez 

(801-856-0589; trustee@lotvlayton.org), to see where you can help. Thank you! 

Donation Requests 
As we prep for resuming worship in person, there are a few items we need to stock up 

on. If you come across hand sanitizer gel, exam or food handling gloves (XL, L, & M sizes), 

disinfectant wipes, and AA & AAA batteries, consider picking them up and donating 

them to church. Thank you!  

mailto:finsec@lotvlayton.org
mailto:gizmo619@sbcglobal.net
mailto:sahrow@yahoo.com
mailto:wnk1029@gmail.com
mailto:trustee@lotvlayton.org
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This Week at LOTV 
Sunday, May 24  9:15 am  Bible Study (Google Meet) 

10:30 am Worship (Youtube & Facebook) 

11:30 am “Fireside Chat” w/ Pastor Klein (Facebook) 

Tuesday, May 26  7:00 pm  Lutheran Recovery Group  

Thursday, May 28  6:00 pm  Book Club (Google Meet) 

Sunday, May 31  8:00 am  Worship w/ Holy Communion 

9:15 am  Daniel Bible Study  

10:30 am Worship w/ Holy Communion 

Monday, June 1  7:00 pm  Worship w/ Holy Communion 

 

 

Church Membership: What Does it Mean? 

There are over 80 member households at Light of 

the Valley (LOTV). Church membership is the 

tangible connection to the family of faith that is 

our congregation. It is a connection consisting of 

unity in the Bible’s teachings and commitment to 

the mission, ministry, and members of this 

congregation. Participation in the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at LOTV says, among 

other things, that you are so united and committed to this congregation.  

Our Bible Information Class (BIC) explains the Bible’s teachings as confessed by our 

Lutheran church. It also explains the mission and ministry of this congregation so that 

inquirers can decide if they want to be committed members of it. Contact Pastor Klein 

for the next offering. You can also listen the lessons on our church website by clicking 

on the “Learn” and then the “Bible Information Class” tabs on the main front-page menu.  
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Planned Precautionary Measures for Worship 

In preparing to resume in person worship gatherings at LOTV on May 31, here are our 

planned precautionary measures:  

 - The state prescribed 6 feet of SOCIAL DISTANCING & wearing of MASKS are highly 

encouraged.  

 - ROWS OF CHAIRS in the sanctuary will be spaced out 6 feet apart. In the fellowship 

hall, we recommend sitting across the table from people not of the same household. 

 - WORSHIP FOLDERS will contain all hymns, Bible readings, and the order of service, and 

will be placed on seats in the sanctuary prior to each service. When leaving church, either 

take your worship folder home or immediately place your copy in the blue recycling bin. 

 - BIBLE STUDY guides will be placed on the tables in the fellowship hall. Take yours 

home or place it in your church mailbox. Please bring your own BIBLE and WRITING 

UTENSILS. SUNDAY SCHOOL will not meet in person.  

 - CHILDREN'S BULLETINS and crayons will not be offered at this time.   

 - OFFERING plates will be placed on a stand at the entry to the sanctuary.  

 - COMMUNION will be done in a "continuous flow" fashion with additional sanitary 

measures being taken by those serving.  

 - DOORS will be propped open so as to avoid continuous contact.  

 - USHERS will dismiss people at the end of worship one row at a time starting from the 

back of the sanctuary. Pastor Klein will GREET people outside the front doors.  

 - HAND SANITIZER will be available in the front entry way.  

 - HIGH CONTACT AREAS will be sanitized at the end of each service.  

 - An ADDITIONAL 8:00 AM SERVICE is being considered to help protect those who are 

considered part of the "High Risk" group. ONLINE WORSHIP opportunities will continue. 

 - NO COFFEE or FOOD will be offered at church at this time.  
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More of the Great “I AM” During COVID-19 

For more of Jesus’ voice during this time, check out the following resources that come from 

people within our national church body, the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). 

Many of them are updated frequently. So, continue to click the links to see what’s new.  

• “Safe in God’s Word While Safe At Home” Bible studies from Northwestern 

Publishing House.  

• “COVID-19 Devotions” from WELS Pastor Collin Vanderhoof. 

• Free digital editions of…  

o Forward in Christ magazine. 

o Meditations daily devotion book. 

• Devotions for the entire family. 

• Kids Connection videos. 

• “Coronavirus Guide for Kids” by Christian Family Solutions (CFS). 

• “Keep Calm and Trust God: Tips for Young Families During Stressful Times” by 

CFS.  

• “5 Quarantine Coping Tips” by CFS.  

• Time of Grace Video weekday topical devotions: youtube.com/timeofgrace  

o God & COVID-19.  

o What is God Teaching Us through COVID-19. 

o Evening Encouragement with Pastor Jeremy.  

Share the Great “I AM” with others to bring peace to troubled hearts during this time. 

 

http://www.wels.net/
https://online.nph.net/safe-in-gods-word
https://vimeo.com/showcase/7020161
https://online.nph.net/fic-free-issue-form
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eTZg-mw_IB68HSPthGRd2JyiPs5LD4iMBfayqXMgK_rHjIyCmY7iKZEY3B2vZ9feJD5B8bp7digme30seDRnrzzAt4enpN1wl-ul0g9ln-PWrhAeIHc6PgYSLqVaaFtrxBBQMznFklSnzp3xGPNpMOh6yVx4iX1ntZf9Fncz5tBqCJxp3n93bo1MFZIfLnoaldG5CqHix8bbtfeAwx_xBNDngKGnPIETVeg9GJ8wSf1qOXPJSQlkUpyJzDF4OmcHJClh6jiI8vfiMSOY_3vfTxz8jKDLIQzk&c=Nhkbod1pP3Pb2iC-F7AQylV8bFgtupWCSUn38vjzn-P3S5aZHyl0WQ==&ch=NIaVo3fteYkpj7qM49FoMlcz3pHhqEWREDaoU-WLf8mGFArN8h-Zlw==
https://wels.net/serving-you/devotions/family-devotions/
https://online.nph.net/download-kids-connection
https://christianfamilysolutions.org/2020/03/18/coronavirus-guide-for-kids/
https://christianfamilysolutions.org/2020/04/23/keep-calm-and-trust-god-tips-for-young-families-during-stressful-times/
https://christianfamilysolutions.org/2020/04/23/five-quarantine-coping-tips/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCct-udVD9X-iQanj0jZA_1Q/videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ySaIp-zfe9E&list=PLA_56ra9pNtM4WRDO4nV2dQJYl8YXxZ1b
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLA_56ra9pNtPFuiOfVaWEwV1wGiMwE6V2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=48poFip5MeQ&list=PLA_56ra9pNtOEIkydkMclpEwOFidf5O5Y
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Memorial Day Devotion 

 
Remembering Loss 
Remember the days of old; consider the generations long past. Ask your father and he will tell you, 
your elders, and they will explain to you (Ecclesiastes 1:2). 

My mother always called it Decoration Day. The high school band always led the way to the 

cemetery where a speech was made. The speech always ended with the words: “They have 

not died in vain!” 

I always wondered why some people cried. 

As a child, it was an exciting day. School was over. Summer was starting. Why would someone 

be sad? 

Later, I learned. Some of my friends who watched the parade marching to the cemetery later 

marched to war. Some returned with broken bodies and some with broken minds. 

Some now lie silently in that same cemetery. If they could hear, they would note the words, 

“They have not died in vain.” 

I have learned it is not a day for looking ahead to happy times. It’s a time to look back and 

remember. It is rightly called Memorial Day. 

It’s all about remembering loss. 

In the War between the States, America lost 650,000 of her sons. WWI cost America 116,708 

deaths, including 43,000 who fell in the attacks by Spanish Flu. 

Remembering a cluster of red poppies growing among the dead, a brigade surgeon penned 

the poem that begins: “In Flanders fields the poppies blow beneath the crosses, row on row.” 

The wearing of a poppy became the mark of those remembering those lost to war. 
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Much has changed since those days. More names have been added to the list of the lost. 

Some are eager to move on to the future. “The past,” they say, “is past.” What good does it 

do to go back over what we cannot change? Why remember? 

Those who have only a memory left of their loved ones might answer: “We cannot forget. 

We don’t want others to forget.” 

At the 1945 dedication of the Fifth Marine Division Cemetery on Iwo Jima, Chaplain 

Gittelsohn said this: “We memorialize those who, having ceased living with us, now live within 

us.” 

God says: “Remember the days of old; consider the generations long past.” Then he tells us 

how to do this: “Ask your father and he will tell you, your elders, and they will explain to you.” 

The younger do not understand. They must learn from the older. They need to be taught the 

true cause of war and the only source of peace. 

True understanding comes only when they learn that God the Father lost his Son in the battle 

for our eternal life! 

A cross became his memorial marker. But no body lies beneath it. That marker points to an 

empty grave. These are reminders of the life never-ending and the peace never-broken that 

he has won. 

If remembering loss can lead us to remembering Christ, Memorial Day will have served us 

well. 

For truly, it can be said of him, “He did not die in vain.” 

 

Written by Pastor Paul Ziemer 

WELS National Civilian Chaplain and Liaison to the Military 


